Sharlng the Celebration: my first PowWow & sy same

n my first day as a co- op
student with SAos Services, 1
_ fonrmd yselfurrending my fie
PenwWow. On Sunday, Seprember 27,
Culeurs Division pannered withe the
Anishnawhe Homes, Gabnel Dhimone
i# Non Profic Homes, che East
| Scarbomugh Boys” and Gards” Club and
other COTMIMUNITY PATNEES T0 host a
First Nations PowWowe The event was
dedicated o honouring yourh and
inspiring them to embrace their native
hrl'imgr and drw!np an apprecianon for
the environment Held ar Galloway
Park in .‘imrhnrnugh. the event offercd
tradizional drumming, foed and
dancing. This 1 imporane for the narive
culture as so many of thelr customs are
poald througls stories, dance and reealia,

The day srarted wirch a G:30 2,m,
Sunrise Ceremony. This is 2 sacred
event where the Crearer is honoured
with welcoming gifts of mother earch
and |1-|x:55i11g g:‘:tn-.:lr-alhc;r sumas ho rises
over the horieon. The main event began
at nepn with the austomany Grand
Entry procession. Traditional doumimers
and enthustasts dressed morme-

-



honoured clothing mingled with a crowd of 500. All
were honoured and enjoyed their part in the PowWow
as they welcomed the Fall Solstice.

[t was an honour to attend this ceremony. Everyone left
the PowWow with a gift. I received a tobacco pouch,
which represents one of the four medicines. The other
medicines are cedar, sage and sweetgrass. This souvenir
of tabacco is given to those that do well or to act as a
token to be submirtted into the fire to thank the
Creator. I met new friends and learned new traditions.
Now I know that everyone can be more generous and
this observation grounded me.

Editor’s note: Amy Barnes is the Arts Project Assistant with
Culture Divisions Art Services unit.



